310. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

DURBAN,
April 25, 1906

TO

THE HONOURABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

PlETERMARITZBURG

SIR,

At a meeting of British Indians held on the 24th instant at the Con-
gress Hall in Grey Street under the auspices of the Natal Indian Congress,
and attended by over two hundred and fifty British Indians, the enclosed
resolution proposed by Mr. Bernard Gabriel, Barrister~at-law, and se-
conded by Mr. Ismail Cora of the firm of Messrs, B. Ebrahim Ismail &
Co., was carried unanimously,

I have the honour to draw the attention of the Government that,
on the occasion alluded to in the resolution, several British Indians offered
their services and they were accepted as leaders of ambulance parties*
In the opinion of the Natal Indian Congress, it is possible to raise a
similar corps, should it be necessary for .the present crisis. The Con-
gress trusts that the Government will be pleased to accept the offer. I
may state that at the close of the meeting about forty British Indians
handed in their names for ambulance or any such work for which they
may be considered fit.

I hose the honour to remain,

Sir,
Tour most obedient servant,

DAWAD MAHOMED
Indian Opmion, 284-1906

311. INTERVIEW TO "THE NATAL MERCURF*
It was decided by a committee appointed by the Natal Indian Congress that
a deputation be sent to the Imperial Government to place before them the grievances
of British Indians. Gandkiji, Ismail Cora and representatives of the Transvaal
and the Cape were to form the deputation. The following is an extract from
a report of The Natal Mercury representative who interviewed GandhijL
[Before April 26, 1906]
Mr. Gandhi, on being interviewed on the subject, said that the
deputation would probably leave within the next two months. The Trans-
vaal and Cape had not as yet replied. Their intention was to place before
the Home Government the grievances of British Indians throughout